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“Akbar Ahmed’s voice needs to be heard, and his courage strengthened.”
—Elie Wiesel, Nobel Peace Laureate

“This book is a break-through in our understanding of the complex relationships between
globalization and Islam…an essential resource for anyone interested in some of the key
questions of our time, concerning not just the role of Islam in world society, but differing
concepts of religiosity.”—Lord Anthony Giddens, House of Lords and former direc-
tor, London School of Economics 

Globalization, the war on terror, and Islamic fundamentalism—followed
closely by a rise in Islamophobia—have escalated tensions between
Western nations and the Muslim world. Yet internationally renowned

Islamic scholar Akbar Ahmed believes that through dialogue and understanding,
these cultures can coexist peacefully and respectfully. That hope and belief result
in an extraordinary journey. To learn what Muslims think and how they really view
America, Ahmed traveled to the three major regions of the Muslim world—the
Middle East, South Asia, and East Asia. Journey into Islam: The Crisis of Globalization
is the riveting story of his search for common ground. His absorbing narrative and
personal photos bring the reader on a tour of Islam and its peoples.

Ahmed sought to understand the experiences and perceptions of ordinary Muslims.
Visiting mosques, madrassahs, and universities, he met with people ranging from
Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf to prime ministers, princes, sheikhs, professors,
and students. He observed, listened, and asked them questions. For example, who
inspires them? What are they reading? How do the Internet and international media
impact their lives? How do they view America, the West, and changes in society?

Ahmed’s anthropological expedition enjoyed extensive access to women and
youths, revealing unique information on large yet often misunderstood popula-
tions. Lamentably, he found high levels of anti-Americanism and anti-Semitism
and a widespread perception that Islam is under attack from the West. But he also
brought back reason for hope. He returned from his groundbreaking travels both
impressed with the concerned, kind nature of the individuals he encountered and
invigorated with the vitality and passion they displayed. Journey into Islam makes
a powerful plea for forming friendships across religion, race, and tradition to 
create lasting peace between Islam and the West. 

Akbar Ahmed is the Ibn Khaldun Chair of Islamic Studies at American University 
and a visiting fellow at the Brookings Institution. He has taught at
Princeton, Harvard, and Cambridge universities and is former high
commissioner of Pakistan to Great Britain. His many books include
After Terror: Promoting Dialogue among Civilizations, with Brian Forst
(Polity, 2005), and Discovering Islam: Making Sense of Muslim
History and Society (Routledge, 2002). He hosted “Glories of
Islamic Art,” a three-part British TV series in late 2006.
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